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ated at the London Foreign Office, but eventually acquiesced in by the other Powers, was with Sweden, who pledged herself to abstain from separate compacts with St Petersburg; if attacked, she was to receive assistance. Another group of provisions made at Paris in 1856 related to the subject which, known as the Armed Neutrality, had caused international heart-burning in the eighteenth century. By this time Great Britain had given up her earlier claims against neutrals. She now formally and in principle renounced all such demands ; she also accepted the doctrine that free ships make free goods, though only on the condition, purely nominal and never fulfilled, as the result proved, that America renounced privateering. With the provisions or signature of the Treaty of Paris* the United States had nothing to do. England, too, with her allies entered into a guarantee for securing the local privileges of the Danubian principalities ; this was the most definitely retrograde movement then executed by us from the non-intervention policy which Canning-had set on foot.
The diplomatic results of the Crimean invasion alone call for mention here. Europe by that war took upon herself the responsibility formerly claimed by the Czar of securing religious toleration for the Sultan's subjects. The Forte's promises of amendment proved worthless. The diplomatic
* The peace arrangements afforded another instance of the growing connection between diplomacy and finance. The millions wanted for the war expenses by the Treasury were at once at the lowest rate of interest advanced by the Rothschilds. Rival financiers were ready with offers while the matter was in actual settlement between Whitehall and New Court.
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